THEOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ACCOUNTS OF HUMAN
NEEDS:

A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Kenneth D. Boa
Oriel College

Oxford

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy

in the University of Oxford



Trinity Term

1994



CONTENTS

Introduction ....... ... ... . 1
PART 1: THEOLOGICAL ACCOUNTS
OF HUMAN NEEDS
Chapter 1: Theological Models of HumanNeeds ........................
5
Augustine........ ... .. 5
Thomas AQUINAs . .........ouiiiiii i 21
Jonathan Edwards ............ ... ... .. .. . . ... 41
Soren Kierkegaard ............ .. ... .. il 53
Paul Tillich ....... ... 72
KarlRahner ....... .. ... . ... . 87
TheNeed forFaith .......... ... . ... . ... ... ... .. 94
The Need forLove .......... . ... ... . i ... 100
The Need forHope ........ ... i 101
Chapter 2: A Critique of the Six Theologians . ...................... ... 104
Augustine ......... ... 104
Thomas AqQUINAs . ........oouiiiii i 107
Jonathan Edwards .......... .. ... ... . . . . . 110
Soren Kierkegaard .......... .. ... ... il 113
Paul Tillich ....... ... . 117
KarlRahner ....... ... . . .. . 120
Chapter 3: A Comparison and Contrast of the Theological Models ........ .
.. 123
A Summary of the Theological Models of Human Needs ...............
123
Augustine .......... . .. 123
Thomas Aquinas ............oeuiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinann.. 124
Jonathan Edwards ........... ... ... .. . ... . . 126
Soren Kierkegaard ........... ... ... ... i il 127
Paul Tillich . ... o 128
KarlRahner ......... .. .. . i 130
Divergence and Convergence in the Theological Models . ....... ........
131
The Need for Forgiveness and Grace .......................... 132
The Need for Love and Community ............................ 132

3



The Need for Purposeand Hope .......... ... ... .. ... .... 133

PART 2: PSYCHOLOGICAL ACCOUNTS

OF HUMAN NEEDS
Chapter 4: The ConflictModel ......... ... .. ... ... ... ... 140
The Psychosocial Version ................. ... . ... . ...... 140
Sigmund Freud .......... .. ... ... . 140
Erik H. Erikson ....... ... . ... . i 155
The Intrapsychic Version .............. ... . ... . ... . ..... 169
CarlG.Jung ... i 169
OttoRank ...... ... . ... 183
Chapter 5: The Fulfillment Model ......... ... ... .. ... ... ..... 199
The Actualization Version ................ ... . ... .. ... .. 199
Abraham H.Maslow .......... ... . ... . ... ... .. 199
CarlR.Rogers ...... ...t 209
The Perfection Version ............. . ... . ... . i ... 224
Alfred Adler ....... ... 224
ErichFromm ....... ... . . ... . .. 236
Chapter 6: A Critique of the Eight Psychologists . ......................
252
Sigmund Freud .......... .. ... ... . 252
Erik H. Erikson ....... ... . .. . i 254
CarlG.Jung ... 257
OttoRank ...... ... . .. 260
Abraham H.Maslow ......... .. ... ... . ... . ... . 263
CarlR.Rogers ...... ...t 266
Alfred Adler ....... ... . 269
ErichFromm ....... ... . . ... . .. 271
Chapter 7: A Comparison and Contrast of the Psychological Models .. .....
..275
A Summary of the Psychological Models of Human Needs .............
275
Sigmund Freud .......... .. ... ... . 275
Erik H. Erikson ....... ... . .. . i i 276
CarlG.Jung ... ..o 277
OttoRank ...... ... . ... 279
Abraham H.Maslow .......... .. ... . ... ... . i 280
Carl R.Rogers ...... ...t 281
Alfred Adler ....... ... 282
ErichFromm ....... ... . . ... . . . 283



Divergence and Convergence in the Psychological Models ..............

284

Survival Needs .......... i 288
Identity Needs ......... .. ... . ... i 289
Relational Needs ............ .. i, 290
Ideological Needs ........... ... . ... i i, 291

PART 3: THE THEOLOGICAL AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL ACCOUNTS

Chapter 8: A Comparison and Contrast of the Theological Models and the

Psychological Models ......... . ... ... . ... i 294
A Study of the Convergence and Divergence of the Theological
and Psychological Models ............ ... . ... . ... . ... 294

Metaphysical and Moral Assumptions in the Psychological Models . ... ...

.. 302

Psychological Accounts of Theism and Theological Accounts
of Nontheism  ....... ... ... ... .. ... . L 307
The Role of Human Needs in the Justification of Religious Belief .........

. 313

Psychological Factors in Belief Acquisition and Validation .............

314

The Relevance of Human Needs to the Rationality of

Religious Belief ......... ... . ... . ... . .. il 317
The Problem of Self-interest and Self-love ......................... 322
Immanent Versus Transcendent Solutions to Human Needs .............

. 326

Selected Bibliography ............ .. ... ... il 337



